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OR IiATING ON OF HANDS UPON THOSE THAT ARE 
BAPTIZED AND COMB TO TEARS OF DISCRETION. 



IT Upon the day appointed, all that are to be then confirmedy 
being placed, and standing im> order, before the Bishop ; he 
{or some other Minister appointed by hini) shall read this 
Prefoux foUowing, 

TO the end that Confiimation may be ministered to 
the more edifying of such as shall receive it, the 
Church hath thought good to order, That none hereafter 
shall be confirmed, but such as can say the Creed, the 
Lord's Prayer, and the Ten Comman^ents; and can 
also answer to such other Questions, as in the short 
Catechism are contained : which order is very conyenient 
to be observed ; to the end, that children, being now 
come to the years of discretion, and having learned what 
their €k)d£a,thers and Godmothers promised for them in 
Baptism, they may themselves, with their own mouth 
ana consent, openly before the Church, ratify and confirm 
the same ; and also promise, that by the grace of God 
they will evermore endeavour themselves faithfully to 
observe such things, as they, by their own confession, 
have assented unto. 
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4 THE ORDER OF CONFIRMATION. 

IT Then shall the Bishop say, 

DO ye here, in the presence of God, and of this con- 
gregation, renew the solemn promise and tow that 
was made in your name at your Baptism ; ratifying and 
confirming the same in your own persons, and acknow- 
ledging yourselves bound to believe, and to do, all those 
things, which your Godfathers and Godmothers then 
undertook for you ? 

IF And every one shall audibly answer, 

I do. 

The Bishop. 

OUR help is in the Name of the Lord ; 
Answer, Who hath made heaven and earth. 
Bishop. Blessed be the Name of the Lord ; 
Answer. Henceforth, world without end. 
Bishop. Lord, hear our prayers. 
Answer. And let our cry come unto thee. 

The Bishop. Let us pray. 

ALMIGHTY and everliving God, who hast vouchsafed 
to regenerate these thy servants by Water and the 
Holy Ghost, and hast given unto them forgiveness of all 
their sins ; Strengthen them, we beseech thee, Lord, 
with the Holy Ghost the Comforter, and daily increase in 
them thy manifold gifts of grace ; the spirit of wisdom 
and imderstanding ; the spirit of counsel and ghostly 
strength ; the spirit of knowledge and true go(Siness ; 
and fill them, Lord, with the spirit of thy holy fear, 
now and for ever. Amen. 

IT Th>en all of them in order kneeling before the Bishop, he 
shall lay his hand upon the head cf every one severally, 
saying, 

DEFEND, Lord, this thy Child [or this thy Sa- 
vant] with thy heavenly grace, that he may continue 
thine for ever ; and daily increase in thy Holy Spirit more 
and more, until he come unto thy everlasting kingdom. 
Amen. 

H Then shall the Bishop say, 

The Lord be with you. 
Answer. And with thy spirit. 
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^ And {all kneeling dovm) the Bishop shall add^ 

Let us pray. 

OUR Father, which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy 
Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in 
earth, As it is in 'heaven. Give ns this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our trespasses, As we forgive 
them that trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation ; But deliver us &om eviL Amen. 

And this Collect. 

ALMIGHTY and everliving God, who makest us both 
to will and to do those things that be good and ac- 
ceptable unto thy divine Majesty ; We make our humble 
supplications unto thee for these thy servants, upon 
whom (after the example of thy holy Apostles) we have 
now laid our hands, to certify them (by this sign) of thy 
favour and gracious goodness towards them. Let thy 
fatherly hand, we beseech thee, ever be over them ; let 
thy Holy Spirit ever be with them ; and so lead them in 
the knowledge and obedience of thy Word, that in the 
end they may obtain everlasting life ; through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who with thiee and the Holy Ghost Uveth 
and reigneth, ever one God, world without end. Amm. 

O ALMIGHTY Lord, and everlasting God, vouchsafe, 
we beseech thee, to direct, sanctify, and govern, 
both our hearts and bodies, in the ways of thy laws, and 
in the works of thy commandments ; that, through thy 
most mighty protection both here and ever, we may be 
preserved in body and soul ; through our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 

^ Then the Bishop sJiall bless them, saying thus, 

THE Blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Ghost, be upon you, and remain with 
you for ever. Arrmi. 

'^ And there shall Twne he admitted to the holy Communion, 
until such time as he he confirmed, or he ready and desirous 
to he confirm^ed. 
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CHAPTER I. 

THE MEANING OF CONFIRM A TION, 

I- Desire of Confirmation. You have come to me 
desiring to be Confirmed, and therefore it is necessary 
that I should (i) try to explain to you what Confirmation 
is, and (2) finable you to understand the solemn Service 
appointed by the Church of England for the administra- 
tion of this holy Rite. 

2. The Other Name of Confirmation. Now, on 

turning to the Order of Confirmation contained in the 
Prayer-book, you notice that Confirmation has another 
name. It is called C<mfirnuUion, or the Laying on of 
Hands wpon those that are baptized and come to years 
of discretion. Indeed, the word Confirmation, as the 
name of a separate ordinance, does not occur in the 
Bible, but we often read there of Laying on of Hands, 

3. Laying on of Hands in the Old Testament. 
Thus, if you look at the Old Testament, you read that — 

(i) The patriarch Jacob, just before his death, when 
the two sons of Joseph, Ephraim and Manasseh, 
were brought to him for his blessing, stretched 
out his right hand, and laid it upon Ephrai/nCs 
heady and his left ha/nd upon Manassms head 
(Gen. xlviiL 9, 14) ; 

(2) During the sojourn of the Israelites in the 

desert, when Aaron had offered sin-ofierings 
and burnt-offerings for the people, he lifted 
UP his hand toward the people, aiid blessed 
them (Lev. ix. 22) ; ^ 

(3) When Moses was drawing near the close of 
his life, and it was necessary that one should 
be appointed to succeed him, he was directed 
by tne Lord to take Joshua, and lay his 
HANDS UPON him before all the congregation, 
and to put some of his honour upon him, thai 
the children of Israel might be obedient (Num. 
xxviL 18 — 20).' 

p) Comp. also Ley. xvL az. (2) Comp. also Deut zxziv. 9. 
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4. Laying on of Hands by our Lord. In like 

manner, if you turn to the New Testament, you will find 
Laying on of Hands used by our blessed Lord. Thus — 

(i) When certain mothers brought unto Him little 
children, that He should lay His hands upon 
them and offer up prayer (Matt. xix. 13), and the 
disciples rebuked them. He was much displeased, 
and not only said Gaffer the little children to 
come unto Me, but also took them up in His 
armSf put His hands upon them, and blessed 
them (Mark x. 13 — 16) ; 

(2) When He was on one occasion at Capernaum, 

and the sun was setting ^ all they that had any 
sick vjith divers diseases brought them unto Hvm; 
and He laid His hands on every one of them, 
and healed them (Luke iv. 40) ; 

(3) When on another occasion a blind man was 

brought to Him, He took hi/m by the hand, and 
led hi/m out of the town, and when He had spit 
on his eyes, He put His hands upon him, and 
gradually he was restored, and saw every man 
clea/rly (Mark viii 22 — 25). 

5. Laying on of Hands by the Apostles. More- 
over, what our Lord did, we find that His Apostles did 
also. Thus you read that — 

(i) When the seven deacons were selected and had 
been presented to the Apostles, they offered up 
prayer, and then laid their hands upon them 
(Acts vi. 6) ; ^ 

(2) When the Apostles at Jerusalem had heard 

that Samaria had received the word of God, 
they sent thither Peter and John, who, on 
their arrival, offered up prayer for them, that 
they might receive the Holy Ghost, and then 
they laid their hands on them, amd they 
received the Holy Ghost (Acts viii. 14 — 17) ; 

(3) When Saul of Tarsus was at Damascus blinded 

by the supernatural light that had appeared to 

(I) Comp. also (z) Acts xiii. z— 3 ; (3)z Tim. iv. 14 ; t. 22 ; (3) 2 Tim. i. 6. 
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him on the "w&j, Ananias was sent to him, and 
he PUTTING HIS HANDS ON HIM Said, Brother 
Scbulj the Lord hath sent me that thou mightest re- 
ceive thy sight . . . and he received sight forthwith^ 
and arose, and was baptized (Acts ix. 17, 18) ; 

(4) When on one occasion St. Paul visited Ephesus, 

and found twelve disciples who had been bap- 
tized unto John's baptism, he caused them to 
be baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus, 
and then laid his hands upon them, and the 
Holy Ghost cams 07i th^m (Acts xix. i — 7) ; 

(5) When the father of Publius, the governor of 

the island of Malta, lay sick of a fever and of a 
bloody flux, Paid entered in, and prayed, and 
LAID his hands ON HIM, and healed him (Acts 
xxviii. 8).^ 

6. Becapitulation. Thus we have peen that Laying 
on of Hands was used, (i) among the Jews for Blessing 
and Ordination; (2) by our Lord for Blessing and 
Healing ; (3 ) by the Apostles occasionally for Healing, 
and more generally for Ordination, and after Baptism as 
preparatory to, and a sign of, the Bestovjal of tJie Holy 
Ghost. 



CHAPTER II. 
THE ORIGIN OF CONFIRMATION 

1. Extraordinary Gifts of the Holy Ghost. When 

St. Paul laid his hands on the twelve disciples at Ephesus, 
and the Holy Ghost came on f/i^m, we read that they spake 
with tongues and prophesied (Acts xix. 6). This was one 
of the extraordinary gifts which God was pleased to pour 
out in great abundance on the early Church at its first 
planting.''^ 

2. These Gifts were of different kinds. St. Paul 
mentions, in his First Epistle to the Corinthians, the gifts 
of healing, of working miracles, of prophecy, of discerning 
of spirits, of divers kinds of tongues, of the interp'etaiion 

(1) Comp. Mark xvi 18. (2) Comp. Joel ii. a8^ 39. 
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of tongues (i Cor. xii. lo). But even in those days they 
were not bestowed on all alike. All were not workers of 
miracles; all had not the gift of healing ; all did not 
speak with tongues; all did not interpret (i Cor. xiL 29). 

3. Ordinary Gifts of the Holy Ghost. Now, these 
extraordinary gifts of the Holy Ghost, when the occasion 
for their bestowal passed away, were gradually withdrawn. 
But as the wind, to which the operations of the Spirit 
are compared (John iii. 8), sometimes blows with a rushing 
mighty force (Acts iL 2), and sometimes breathes with the 
softness of the zephyr, even so the Holy Ghost did not 
always manifest His presence by these marvellous, start- 
ling gifts. Besides these, there always were more excellent 
(i Cor. xii. 31) though less striking gifts, such as lore^ joy, 
peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, 7neekness, 
temperance (Gal. v. 22, 23). 

4. In these Ordinary Gifts the Apostles continually 
exhorted their converts to groio and abound (i Thess. 
iii. 12 ; Phil. ii. 9 ; Col. i. 9 — 12) ; and as they are ever 
needed, so the Holy Ghost is ever ready to bestow them. 
Hence, in the Apostolic age, the Rite of Lay hi g on of 
Hands was always retained, and at the time when the 
Epistle to the Hebrews was written, i. e. about A.D. 68 or 
70, we find it specified as the foundation, as one of the 
f/rst principles of Christianity (Heb. vi. i, 2)> 

5. Time of Confirmation in the Early Chnrch. 
In very early times it was usual for the newly-baptized 
to be anointed with holy oil, and to receive imposition 
of hands, in sign of their dedication to God, and also of 
the gift of the Holy Ghost. These rites followed imme- 
diately after Baptism, so as almost to appear a part of or 
a supplement to it.^ 

(1) Tn the a^e succeeding that of the Apostles we find Conflrmatiou 
mentioned by TertuUian, a.d. 200 ; by Clement of Alexandria, a.d. 200 : 
by Origen, a d. 210 ; by Cyprian, a.d. 250; see Hooker, E. P. v. Ixvi. 4. 

(2) Hence in Greek Confirmation was sometimes called s^pu^i?, a 
sealj as being the seal of the grace vouchsafed in Baptism : and some- 
times Xpiana, unction, as symbolizing the atwinting with the Holy 
Spirit. Thus St. Paul, writing to the Ephesians, says in one place. In 
whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with the Holy Spirit of 
promise (Eph. i. 13); and in another, Grieve twt the Holy Spirit of God, 
whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption (Eph. iv. 30) ; and 
writing to the Corinthians, he says. He who anointed i« w God, who 
also SEALED us, and gave tts the earnest of the Spirit of God in 07ir hearts 
(2 Cor. 1. 21) ; and St. John says. Ye have an unction /rom the Holy One, 
and ye know all things (x John ii. 20). 
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6. Practice of the Later Church. The practice of 
conferring Confirmation immediately after Baptism con- 
tinned for some time in the Church, and the Bite itself 
was administered with four distinct ceremonies: (i) Unction 
with holy oil ; (2) Signing with the simi of the cross ; 
(3) Imposition of han£ ; and (4) PrayerJ At first it was 
usual to baptize only in the cathedrals of various dioceses, 
and on the greater festivals, such as Epiphany, Easter, 
and Pentecost, when the Bishop was present. In the 
course of time, however, priests and deacons began to 
baptize in other places than the cathedrals, and at other 
times than the great festivals. 

7. The Two Alternatives. It became necessaoy, there- 
fore, to adopt one of two courses ; either to give every 
priest the power of confirming, in which case the two 
Kites would still remain associated ; or to defer Confirma- 
tion till such times as the Bishop could be present. The 
first is the course adopted by the Eastern Churches, while 
the Western Churches have adopted the second. 

8. Practice of the Church of England. As one 
of the Western Churches, the Church of England also 
defers Confirmation till it can be administered by a 
Bishop, and of the four ceremonies accompanying it has 
retained (i) Imposition of hands,^ and (2) Prayer. Hence 
the Order of Confirmation is termed The Laying on of 
Hands upon those that are baptized and come to years 
of discretion ; and, with a view to the more edifying of 
such as shall receive it, it is ordered ^' That none here- 
after shall be confirmed, but such as can say the Creed, 
the Lord's Prayer, and the Ten Cqnmiandinents ; and 
can also answer to such other Questions, as in the short 
Catechism are contained." 

(1) See Bingham's Antiquities, vol. iv. p. 220 ; Ouericke's Antiquities, 
p. 233 ; Hooker, E. P. v. Ixvi. 5. 

(2) Xeipo6>£(ria, Manuom Impositio, ** the most noted ceremony in thia 
whole affair, and that which most universally prevailed;" Bingham, 
vol. V. p. 224. 
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CHAPTER III. 

TffE ORDER OF CONFIRMATION. 

Part I. 

The Ijiterrogation and Answer. 

1. The Two Parts of Confirmation. Now, of the 

Bite of Confirmation,^ of which you thus see the mean- 
ing and the origin, there are two parts. On the one hand, 
you come to ratify and confirm with your ovm mouth 
and consent, openly before the Churchy the promise made 
for you by your Godfathers and Godmothers at your 
Baptism; on the other hand, you come to be confirmed 
or strengthened by God and His hea/venly gra^, thai 
you m/iy do His wiU and walk in His coTTMnandments. 

2. The Solemn Interrogation. For the present 
I will speak of what you come to ratify and confirm. 
What this is you see id the question which the Bishop 
puts to each candidate. Do ye here, he says, in the 
presence of God and this congregaJtion, renew the solemn 
promise and vow that was made in your ruvme at your 
Bapti8m,raiifying and confirming the same in your person, 
and a>cknowledging yourself bound to believe and to do all 
those things which your Godfathers and Godmothers then 
undertook for you f 

3. The Triple Vow. He asks, therefore, whether you 
are ready to renew, ratify, and confirm your Baptismal 
Vow of (i) Renundiition, {2) Faiih, and (3) Obedience, At 
your Baptism it was promised for you, you remember, — 

(i) That you would renounce, or enlist yourself 
against, the devil and all his works, the pomps 
and vanity of this wicked world, and all tke 
sinful lu^sts of the flesh ; 

(2) That you would believe all the Articles of the 
Christian Faith ; 

(3) ThaJt you would keep God^s holy vrUl and com- 
mandments, and uxuk in the samve-all the days of 
your life. 

(1] Confirmation is not a Sacrament, l)ecau8e it was not ordaviud hy 
Chnst HvtMtlf as '* an outward and yisible sign of an' inward and 
spiritual grace." It is an Ordinance of the Church, which has power tu 
dwru fiUs and ctremoniM ; see Art. 
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4. The Answer. To this solemn Question the answer 
you are required to make in an audible voice, so that all 
present may hear you, is, " I do." That is — 

(i) I DO here, in the presence of God and of this 
congregation, renew the solemn promise and vow 
that was made in my name at my Baptism ; 

(2) I DO here, in the presence of God and of this 
congregation, ratify and confirm this promise in 
my own person, and acknowledge myself bound 
to believe and to do all those things which my 
Godfathers and Godmothers then undertook for 
me. 

5. First Vow. Let me ask you to think veiy seriously 
and carefully over this solemn vow, promise, and pro- 
fession you will take upon yourself. 

Think first of your Vow of Renunciation : 

(i) You acknowledge yourself to be a Christian 
soldier bound to fight manfully under Christ's 
banner unto your life's end ; 

(2) You acknowledge yourself, therefore, bound to 

contend earnestly against the devil, the enemy 
of God and of all righteousness, and against all 
his works, such as pride (i Tim. iii. 6), lying 
(John viii. 44), deceit and hypocrisy (Acts v. 
I — 4), hatred and envy (i John iii. 8 — 12), 
tempting others to sin (Matt, xviii. 6) ; 

(3) You acknowledge yourself bound to renounce 
the pomps and vanity of this wicked world, 
its seen and temporal attractions as opposed to 
the things that are unseen and eternal (2 Cor. 
iv. 1 8) ; its vain, outward show ; its fleeting glory ; 
and its low maxims and principles of conduct ; 

(4) You acknowledge yourself bound to renounce 
the sinful lusts of the flesh, that is, of the lower 
part of your nature, your natural appetites and 
passions ; to renounce, therefore, all sloth, glut- 
tony, and drunkenness (Gal. v. 21) ; to shun, as 
you would poison, all immoral books, indecent 
actions, and impure thoughts, which ruin the 
soul (Rom. vi. 21, viii. 13 ; Eph. v. 3 — 5). 
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6. Second Vow. Think, , secondly, of your Vow of 
Faith : 

You acknowledge yourself bound to believe in — 

(i) God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and 
earth, who made you and all the world ; 

(2) In Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord, who, for 

your redemption and that of all mankind, was 
conceived of the Holy Ghost, bom of the Virgin 
Mary, suffered under PontiusPilate,was crucified, 
died, and was buried, on the third day rose again 
from the dead, ascended into heaven, and sitteth 
at the right hand of God the Father Almighty, 
from whence He shall come to judge the quick 
and the dead ; 

(3) In God the Holy Ghost, who sanctifieth you and 

all the elect people of God ; 

(4) In the Holy Catholic Church, the Communion 

of Saints, the Forgiveness of Sins, the Resur- 
rection of the Body, and the Life Everlasting. 

7. Third Vow. Think, thirdly, of your Vow op 
Obedience : 

(i) You acknowledge yourself bound to keep God's 
holy will and commandments, and to walk in 
the same all the days of your life ; 

(2) You acknowledge yourself, therefore, bound to 

endeavour, to the utmost of your power, to do 
your duty (i) towards God, and (2) towards your 
neighbour. 

(3) And, firstj as to your duty towards God. You 
acknowledge yourself bound — 

(i) To believe in Him, to fear Him, and to 
love Him with all your heart, with all your 
mind, with all your soul, and with all your 
strength ; 

(2) To worship Him, to give Him thanks, to 
put your whole trust in Him, to call upon 
Him ; 

(3) To honour His holy Name and His Word ; 
and 

(4) To serve Him truly all the days of your life. 
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(4) Secondly, as to your duty towards your Neigh- 
bour. You acknowledge yourself bound — 

(i) To love him as yourself, and to do to all 
men as you would they should do unto you ; 
to love, honour, and succour your father and 
mother; to honour and obey the Queen, 
and all that are put in authority under her ; 
to submit yourself to all your governors, 
teachers, spiritual pastors and masters ; to 
order yourself lowly and reverently to all 
your betters ; 

(2) To hurt nobody by word or deed; to bear 
no malice nor hatred in your heart ; 

(3) To keep your body in temperance, sober- 
ness, and chastity ; 

(4) To be true and just in all your dealings ; 
to keep your hands fi*om picking and 
stealing; 

(5) To keep your tongue from evil speaking, 
lying, and slandering ; 

(6) Not to covet nor desire other men's goods, 
but to learn and labour truly to get your 
own living, and to do your duty in that 
state of life unto which it shall please God 
to call you. 

8. The Solemn Promise. I have already explained 
to you more at length in the Class-Book of the Catechism 1 
what is binding upon you by these three Vows. I would 
now intreat you to think seriously of what you thus take 
upon yourself, and remember the words. Better is it 

THAT THOU SHOULDEST NOT VOW, THAN THAT THOTT 
SHOULDEST VOW AND NOT PAT (EcclcS. V. 4, $). 

(1) See Laiger Class-Book of the Catechism, pp. 74— zoz; Smaller 
Clas8-Book, pp. 27 — ^4a 
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CHAPTER IV. 

THE ORDER OF CONFIRMATION. 

Pabt II. 

5%6 Laying on of Hands, 

t. Becapitnlation. Thus far I have spoken of the 
solemn promise you ratify and confirm in your own 
person. Now I will speak of the Grace wherein you 
come to be confirmed or strengthened, so that you 
may do God's will and walk in His commandments. 

2. Need of Grace. From your own experience you 
must know that you cannot of your own strength keep 
any holy resolution ; much less can you expect to be 
able to keep this lifelong promise which you have taken 
upon yourself. Immediately, therefore, after you have 
uttered the words " I do," the Bishop reminds you that 
yov/r help is in the Name of the Lord, To which you 
reply, Who hath made heaven and ea/rth (Ps. cxxiv. 8), 
and therefore can do all things, and prove Himself a 
strong tower to all that trust in Him. The Bishop then 
continues. Blessed he the Namie of the Lord (Ps. cxiii. 2), 
to which you reply. Henceforth, world without end. 
Having thus reminded you where all true strength lies, 
he puts up a petition that God will hear your prayers ; 
and you, responding in the words of the same Psalm, 
reply. And let ov/r cry come unto Thee (Ps. cii. i ). 

3. Prayer of the Bishop. After these alternate 
supplications, the Bishop offers up a solemn prayer for 
you. In this — 

(i) He reminds you of what the Almighty and Ever- 
living God has done for you ; how He has vouch- 
safed (i)to regenerate you by Water and the Holy 
Ghost, and (2) to give you forgvoeness of all your 
sins; 

(2) He prays that God will (i) Strengthen you with 
the Holy Ghost the Comforter; (2) daily increase 
in you His manifold gifts of grace, the spirit 
of wisdom and understanding^ the spirvd of 
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counsel and ghostly strength, the spirit of know- 
ledge and true godliness; and (3) that Re will 
Jill you vnth the spirit of His holy fear, now 
and for ever, 

4. The Sevenfold Gifts. The blessed gifts, then, 
which he prays the anointing Spirit to bestow upon you, 
and daily increase in you, are sevenfold^ — (i) the Spirit of 
being wise in spiritual things ; (2) the Spirit of appre- 
hending what you are taught ; (3) the Spirit of prudent 
managing all your actions; (4) the Spirit of power to 
execute all your religious purposes ; (5) the Spirit of 
discerning between good and evil ; (6) the Spirit of 
devotion to God's service ; (7) the Spirit of reverence 
towards God in your whole life and conversation. He 
prays in effect that you may ever be wise and apprehen- 
sive, prudent and courageous, discreet in your choice, 
devout in your duties, and pious in your life, and from 
these roots you may be assured all graces will spring, 
Charity and the Love of God, Humility and Watch- 
fulness, Faith and Holiness, Meekness and Patience, 
Temperance and Chastity.^ 

5. The Laying on of Hands. After this prayer you 
will be bidden to kneel before the Bishop, and he will, 
after the example of our Lord and His Apostles, lay his 
hand upon your head, and say — 

Defend, Lord, this Thy child with Tnr 

HEAVENLY GRACE, THAT HE MAY CONTINUE ThINE 
FOR EVER, AND DAILY INCREASE IN ThY HoLY 

Spirit more and more, until he come unto 
Thy everlasting kingdom. Amen. 

6. Private Prayer. This done, you will be bidden 
to return to your seat, and I would earnestly exhort you 
to kneel down and offer up from your heart one or more 
of the Prayers and Collects you will find provided for 
you at the end of this little Book. 

(1) Comp. (1) Isa. xi. 2 ; (2) Rev. i. 4 : (3) Rev. iv. 5. 

(2) Comber's " Companion to tlie Temple," p. 223. 
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CHAPTER V. 

THE ORDER OF CONFIRMATION, 

Part III. 

The Prayers aiid Benediction, 

1. The Conclusion. And now we come to the third 
or concluding portion of the Service. You have, in the 
sight of God and the assembled congregation, ratified 
and confinned your Baptismal Vow, and the Bishop has, 
after the example of the holy Apostles, laid his nands 
upon you and all who have been confirmed with you, 
and so certified you, by that sign, of God's favour and 
gracious goodness towards you. 

2. The Salutation. He now addresses those as- 
sembled, saying, Tlie Lord he with you; to which the 
answer is. And with thy spirit. Then, all kneeling down, 
he proceeds, " Let us pray," and offers up the Lord's 
Prayer ; and as this part of the Office partakes of the 
nature of prayer rather than of praise, the Doxology, 
you observe, is not added. 

3. The Two Collects. After the Lord's Prayer follow 
two Collects. Of these the first is a prayer for you and 
all those who have just been confirmed with you ; the 
second is for the general congregation. 

4. The First Collect. In the first Collect he ofl*ers 
in your behalf, and in behalf of all upon whom he has 
laid his hands, humble supplication to Almighty God, 
who makes us both to will and to do those things that 
are good and acceptable unto His divine Majesty. 

5. The Threefold Blessing. The blessings which, 
in this Collect, the Bishop implores for you, are (i). 
that God's fatherly hand may ever be over you (Isa. 
xHx. 2) ; (2) that His Holy Spirit may ever be with you; 
and (3) that He will so lead you in the knowledge and 
obedience of His Word, that in the end you may obtain 
everlasting life. These threefold blessings he prays may 
descend upon you through the all-prevailing merits of 
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your only Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ, who, with 
the Father and the Holy Ghost, liveth and reigneth, ever 
one God, world without end. 

6. The Second Collect. The second Collect, I said, 
is a prayer in behalf of the general congregation, in 
whose presence you have publicly ratified your Baptismal 
Vow. In it the Bishop prays that God will vouchsafe to 
direct, sanctify, and govern their hearts and bodies in the 
ways of His laws and the works of His commandments, 
so that, through His most mighty protection both here 
and ever, they may be preserved in body and soul, through 
their Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ (i Thess. v. 23 ; 
2 Tim. iv. 18). 

7. The Benediction. And now the Office comes to 
an end. But before you leave the Bishop is directed to 
bless you, and, in accordance with the Rubric, rises to 
bestow upon you the Apostolic benediction, saying — 

The Blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the 

Son, and the Holt Ghost, be upon tou, 

and remain with you 

FOR EVER. Amen, 



CHAPTER VI. 

THE HOLY COMMUNION. 

1. Recapitulation. I think you now understand in 
some measure what Confirmation is, and the nature of 
the solemn Service appointed by the Church of England 
for its administration. 

2. The First Mission of the Apostles. I must 

now, however, say something more. St. Luke tells us in 
his Gospel that on one occasion our Blessed Lord called 
His Apostles together, and gave them power and authority 
over all dem/ons, to cure diseases, to prea>ch the kingdom of 
Oodf and to heal the sick. Accordingly, they departed and 
went through the towns, preaching tJu Gospel, and healing 
everywhere. (Luke ix. i — 6.) 
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3. The Call to come apart. This was their first 
distinct mission. They had never before been sent out 
by their Lord to do these things in His Name. Bat 
strong in faith they went, and on their return told Hvm all 
things, both what they had done and what they had taught. 
Thereupon He said unto them, Come ye yourselves apart 
into a desert place, and rest a while (Mark vi. 30, 31 ; 
Luke ix. 10). The excitement of their late commission 
was now over. Their Lord had many things to say unto 
them, and He wished, before the busy occupations of 
their life again began, that they should think seriously 
and quietly over the past, and prepare for the future. 

4. The Fresh Start. Now in a certain sense you 
will be after your Confirmation in a position similar to 
that of the Apostles. You will have consciously taken 
your first open step in the Christian life. In the presence 
of God and of a congregation of fellow-Christians you wiU 
have avowed yourself Christ's soldier and servant. Now, 
this important incident in your life cannot occur again. 
You cannot be confirmed twice. I want you therefore 
to come apart, as it were, and think quietly and calmly 
over that you will have done, and of the race of life, on 
which, so to speak, you will start afresh. 

5. The Battle of Life. For you, as for all who have 
been confirmed with you, there is a period cut out of 
eternity in which you are to live. How long that period 
is to be no one knows. It may be long, or it may be short. 
Some of you may have but few years marked out for you. 
Some of you may have many years — at least, as we call 
many. What your future will be no one knows. A thick 
curtain conceals it from you, and conceals it in great 
mercy, so that you can know neither its joy nor its sorrow. 

6. Need of Divine Grace. But whether it be long 

or whether it be short, certain it is that you will have to 
give an account of it, and certain also it is that you will 
£eJ1 into sins of some kind or other. There will be things 
done that ought not to have been done ; there wiU be 
things left undone that ought to have been done. There 
will be sins of omission and commission towards Grod and 
towards your neighbour, and oftentimes your conscience 
will reproach you for declensions from grace, and failure 
in many particulars of your duty. You will need there- 
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fore, as we all need, Strengthening and Refreshing in the 
battle of life ; you will need, as we all need, Forgiveness 
from day to day and from week to week. 

7. The Holy Eucharist. Now this Strengthening, 
Eefreshmeut, and Forgiveness are provided for you. In the 
Holy Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, He who knoweth 
eur frame, who remerrpbereih that ive are dust (Ps. ciii. 14), 
strengthens and refreshes our souls by the Body and 
Blood of Christ, as our bodies are by the Bread and Wine. 
To this Holy Sacrament you will have the privilege hence- 
forth of being admitted. Hitherto you have had many 
privileges. You could pray to God; you could attend 
His house; you could read His Word; you could sing 
His praises. Now you have the privilege of drawing near 
and joining in the highest of all Christian ordinances, for 
Confirmation is the gate of Communion.^ 
• 8. Frequent Communion. Now I would ask you 
most solemnly and seriously not to neglect this great 
means of Gra<5e. If you say you are unfit, remember all 
of us are unfit to gather up even the crumbs under God's 
table. A sense of unfitness is the very condition of a 
worthy reception of this Holy Sacrament. You surely 
need strengthening grace ; you surely need the forgive- 
ness of your daily sins. Draw near then at the earliest 
opportunity after your Confirmation to this sacred Feast, 
and as frequently as you can afterwards. Realize there 
the presence of your Lord, who gave Himself for you and 
shed His blood for you, and receive those holy mysteries 
which He Himself ordained as pledges of His love, and 
for a continual remembrance of His death, to your great 
and endless comfort. And may God by His mercy and 
grace strengthen you in all the good resolutions you may 
form. May His hand ever be over you, and His Holy 
Spirit ever be with you, and direct you in the way that' 
leadeth unto everlasting life. 

(1) See the Rubric at the end of tiie Order for Confirmation. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

PRAYERS AND COLLECTS. 

During the da/ys of preparation for Confirmation yon 
vnll do well to say slowly and thoughtfully one 
or more of the following Collects^ in addition to your 
usual daily prayers, 

I. MORNING. 

O ALMIGHTY and merciful God, into whose holy 
Church I was admitted by Baptism, grant that I, 
being regenerate and made Thy child by ^option and 
grace, may daily be renewed by Thy Holy Spirit ; assist 
me, I beseech Thee, with Thy grace, and prepare me to 
take upon myself, with a pure heart and sincerity of 
purpose, the vows then made in my name ; and grant 
that I may both perceive and know what things I ought 
to do, and also may have grace and power faithfully to 
fulfil the same ; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen, 

OGOD, whose blessed Son was manifested that He 
might destroy the works of the devil, and make 
us the sons of God and heirs of eternal life ; grant me, 
I beseech Thee, that, having this hope, I may purify 
myself, even as He is pure ; that, when He shall appear 
again with power and great glory, I may be made like 
unto Him in His eternal and glorious kingdom ; where 
with Thee, Father, and Thee, Holy Ghost, He 
liveth and reigneth, ever one Grod, world without end. 
Amen, 

OGOD, who knowest me to be set in the midst of so 
many and great dangers, that by reason of the 
frailty of my nature I cannot always stand upright ; 
grant to me such strength and protection as may support 
me in all dangers, and carry me through aU temptations ; 
through Jqsus Christ our Lord. Am^en. 
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OGOD, who didst teach the hearts of Thy faithful 
people, by the sending to them the light of Thy 
Holy Spirit ; grant me by the same Spirit to have a right 
judgment in aU things, and evermore to rejoice in His 
holy comfort ; through the merits of Christ Jesus my 
Saviour, who liveth and reigneth with Thee, in the unity 
of the same Spirit, one God, world without end. Amm, 

OLOKD, who never failest to help and govern them 
whom Thou dost bring up in Thy stedfast fear and 
love ; keep me, I beseech thee, under the protection of 
Thy good providence, and make me to have a perpetual 
fear and love of Thy holy Name ; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen, 



II. EVENING. 

LORD of aU power and mi^ht, who art the Author 
and Giver of aU good things ; graft in my heart 
the love of Thy Name, increase in me true religion, 
nourish me with aU goodness, and of Thy great merc^ 
keep me in the same ; through Jesus Gluist our Loro. 
Amen, 

OGOD, whose never-fiuling providence ordereth all 
things both in heaven and earth ; I humbly be- 
seech Thee to put away from me all hurtftil things, and to 
five me those things which be profitable for me ; through 
esus Christ our Lord. Am.&n, 

ALMIGHTY Crod, who seest that I have no power of 
myself to help myself; keep me both outwardly 
in my body, and inwardly in my soul ; that I may be 
defended firom all adversities wMch may happen to the 
body, and from all evil thoughts which may assault and 
hurt the soul ; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amm. 

OGOD, who dedareet Thy Almighty power most 
chiefly in showing mercy and pity; mercifully 
grant unto me such a measure of Thy grace that I, run- 
ning the way of Thy commandments, may obtain Thy 
gracious promises, ana be made a partaker of Thy heavenly 
treasure ; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amm. , 
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LOBD, I beseech Thee, grant me grace to withstand 
the temptations of the world, the flesh, and the 
devil, and with pure heart and mind to follow Thee the 
only Grod ; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen, 

TIL ON THE HOBNINQ OF TOUB CONFIRMATION. 

ALMIGHTY God, who hast promised to hear the 
petitions of them that ask in Thy Son's name ; I 
beseech Thee mercifully to incline Thine ear to me that 
make now my prayers and supplications unto Thee ; 
assist me this day with Thy gracious favour, further me 
with Thy continual help, and enable me to dedicate my- 
self, my soul and body, to Thy service, that renewing in 
my own person the solemn vow, promise, and pro- 
fession made for me in my Baptism, and walking in the 
way of Thy commandments, I may attain Thy heavenly 
promises ; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen, 

ALMIGHTY and everlasting God, heavenly Father, I 
give Thee humble thanks, for that Thou hast vouch- 
safed to call me to the knowledge of Thy grace, and faith 
in Thee ; Increase this knowledge, and confirm this feiith 
in me evermore. Grant unto me this day the gift of Thy 
Holy Spirit, that He may in all things direct and rule my 
heart, and that I, who cannot do anything that is good 
without Thee, may by Thy aid be enabled to live according 
to Thy will ; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen, 

ALMIGHTY God, unto whom all hearts be open, all 
desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid, 
cleanse the thoughts of my heart this day by the inspi- 
ration of Thy Holy Spirit, and daily increase in me His 
manifold gifts of grace, that I may be so led in the 
knowledge and obedience of Thy Word, that in the end 
I may obtain everlasting lif e ; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen, 

IV. WHEN TOU RETURN TO TOUR PLACE AFTER THE BISHOP 
HAS LAID HIS HANDS UPON TOU. 

ALMIGHTY and merciful God, of whose only gift it 
cometh that Thy faithful people do unto Thee true 
and laudable service ; grant, I beseech Thee, that I may 
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be enabled to keep the solemn vow, promise, and pro- 
fession I have now publicly taken upon me, and may so 
faithfully serve Thee in this life, that I fail not finally 
to attain Thy heavenly promises ; through the merits of 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen, 

O ALMIGHTY God, who out of the mouth of babes 
and sucklings hast ordained strength, mortify and 
kill all vices in me, and so strengthen me by Thy grace, 
that by the innocency of my life, and constancy of my 
faith even unto death, I may glorify Thy holy Name ; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Avnen, 

OGOD, the strength of all them that put their trust 
in Thee, merci&lly accept my prayer; and because 
through the weakness of my mortal nature I can do no 
good thing without Thee, grant me the help of Thy grace, 
that I may never be ashamed to confess the faith of 
Christ crucified, but manfully fight under His banner, 
against sin, the world, and the devil, and continue His 
faithful soldier and servant unto my life's end. Amen. 

O ALMIGHTY and most merciful God, who art a 
strong tower to them that put their trust in Thee, 
let Thy mi^ty hand, I beseech Thee, ever be over me ; 
protect me by the power of Thy goodness ; keep this holy 
Seal of my Confirmation inviolable ; and vouchsafe to bring 
me to eternal life, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Am^n, 



THE END. 
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